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2024 Statistics of One-person Households

In 2023, one-person households marked 7.829 million households, which 
occupied 35.5% of the total households.

❍ In 2023, one-person households marked 7.829 million households, which took up 
35.5% of the total households. As for one-person households by age group, 
households with a member aged 70 or more occupied the largest share at 19.1%. 
This figure was followed by those with a member aged 29 or less (18.6%), those 
with a member aged 60~69 (17.3%) and those with a member aged 30~39 (17.3%).

❍ In 2023, as for the share of one-person households among the total households 
of the nation by region, Gyeonggi recorded the highest figure of 21.9%, which was 
followed by Seoul (20.8%), Busan (6.8%) and Gyeongnam (6.2%).

❍ In 2023, as for the share of one-person households among the total households 
in the region, Daejeon recorded the highest figure of 39.4%, which was followed 
by Seoul (39.3%), Gangwon (38.8%), Chungbuk (38.5%) and Gyeongbuk (38.1%).

< Share of one-person households > < Share of one-person households by 
gender and age group (2023) >

Source: Statistics Korea <Population and Housing 
Census>

Source: Statistics Korea <Population and Housing 
Census>

In 2023, as for the period as a one-person household, '5 years ~ less than 
10 years' occupied the largest share at 28.3%.

❍ In 2023, as for the period as a one-person household, '5 years ~ less than 10 
years' occupied the largest share at 28.3%, which was followed by '10 years ~ 
less than 20 years' (24.0%) and '1 year ~ less than 3 years' (16.5%).

❍ In 2023, as for reasons for living as a one-person household, 'Death of spouse' 
occupied the largest share at 31.9%, which was followed by 'School and work' 
(22.4%) and 'Want to live alone' (14.3%).



< Period as a one-person household (2023) > < Top 5 reasons for one-person 
households (2023) >

Source: Ministry of Gender Equality and Family 
<Family Status Survey>

Source: Ministry of Gender Equality and Family 
<Family Status Survey>

In 2023, as for the type of living quarters of one-person households, 'Detached 
house' occupied the largest share at 40.1%, which was followed by 'Apartment' 
(34.9%).

❍ In 2023, as for the type of living quarters of one-person households, 'Detached 
house' occupied the largest share at 40.1%, which was followed by 'Apartment' 
(34.9%) and 'Row house and apartment unit in a private house' (11.7%). Compared 
to the total households, one-person households residing in 'Detached house' and 
'Living quarters other than housing units' showed a higher share.

❍ In 2023, the house ownership rate of one-person households stood at 31.3%. The 
higher age group, the higher house ownership rate. One-person households with 
a member aged 70 or more showed the highest house ownership rate at 49.4%, 
which was followed by those with a member aged 60~69 (43.4%) and those with 
a member aged 50~59 (37.6%)

< Share by type of living quarters (2023) > < House ownership rate of one-person 
households by age group (2023) >

Source: Statistics Korea <Population and Housing 
Census>

Source: Statistics Korea <Statistics of House 
Ownership>



In 2023, employed one-person households totaled 4.675 million households, 
rising by 120 thousand households from 2022. 

❍ In October 2023, employed one-person households totaled 4.675 million 
households. As for employed one-person households by age group, households 
with a member aged 50~64 occupied the largest share at 26.5%, which was 
followed by those with a member aged 30~39 (23.3%) and those with a member 
aged 15~29 (19.4%).

- As for employed one-person households by industry in October 2023, 'Business facilities 
management and business support services; rental and leasing activities, Public 
administration and defence; compulsory social security, & Membership organizations, 
repair and other personal services' occupied the largest share at 41.4%, which was 
followed by 'Wholesale and retail trade & Accommodation and food service activities' 
(18.2%) and 'Mining and manufacturing' (14.5%).

- As for employed one-person households by occupation in October 2023, 'Professionals 
and related workers' occupied the largest share at 24.1%, which was followed by 'Clerks' 
(16.6%) and 'Elementary workers' (15.2%).

❍ In 2023, the average hours worked of one-person households stood at 38.5 hours 
per week. The average hours worked of one-person male and female households 
stood at 40.9 hours and 35.5 hours per week, respectively. These figures of two 
genders showed a year-on-year increase.

< Trend in employed one-person households > < Average hours worked per week of 
one-person households >

Source: Statistics Korea, Financial Supervisory 
Service, The Bank of Korea <Survey of Household 
Finances and Living Conditions>

Source: Statistics Korea <Local Area Labor Force 
Survey> (As of October of each year)

In 2023, the annual income of one-person households was 32.23 million won, 
which recorded 44.9% of the annual income of the total households.

❍ In 2023, the annual income of one-person households marked 32.23 million won, 
which rose by 7.1% from 2022. This figure stood at 44.9% of the annual income 
of the total households (71.85 million won).



❍ In 2023, the average monthly consumption expenditures of one-person households 
amounted to 1.63 million won. This figure recorded 58.4% of the average monthly 
consumption expenditures of the total households (2.792 million won). Consumption 
expenditures on 'Housing, water, electricity and other fuels' (18.2%) occupied the 
largest share of the total consumption expenditures, which was followed by 
'Restaurants and hotels' (18.0%).

❍ In 2024, the assets of one-person households marked 212.17 million won, which 
recorded 39.3% of the assets of the total households (540.22 million won). The 
liabilities of one-person households marked 40.12 million won, which stood at 
44.0% of the of the total households (91.28 million won).

< Household income > < Share of the average monthly consumption 
expenditures (2023) >

Source: Statistics Korea, Financial Supervisory 
Service, The Bank of Korea <Survey of Household 
Finances and Living Conditions>

Source: Statistics Korea <Household Income and 
Expenditure Survey>

In 2023, the average monthly medical expenses of one-person households 
recorded 132 thousand won.

❍ In 2023, the average monthly medical expenses of one-person households totaled 
132 thousand won, which stood at 55.5% of the medical expenses of the total 
households (239 thousand won). 'Outpatient medical service' (34.1%) occupied the 
largest share of medical expenses, which was followed by 'Medicine' (29.7%).

❍ In 2023, one-person households receiving national basic livelihood security 
amounted to 1.314 million households, which occupied 73.5% of the total 
households receiving national basic livelihood security.

❍ In 2023, 'Support for housing stability' (37.9%) was the first priority of government 
policy for one-person households, which was followed by 'Care service support' 
(13.9%) and 'Psychological and emotional support' (10.3%).



As for leisure activities of one-person households in 2023, 'Taking a rest' 
recorded the highest figure of 93.6%, which was followed by 'Hobby and 
recreational activities' (74.9%).

❍ As for leisure activities of one-person households in 2023, 'Taking a rest' (93.6%) 
recorded the highest figure, which was followed by 'Hobby and recreational 
activities' (74.9%) and 'Social and other activities' (57.1%).

❍ As for the main purpose of leisure activities of one-person households in 2023, 
'For personal delight' occupied the largest share at 40.7%, which was followed by 
'For peace of mind and relaxation' (19.1%) and 'For health' (11.7%).

❍ In 2023, the average daily leisure time of one-person households recorded 4.3 
hours on weekdays and 6.3 hours on weekends.

< Leisure activities (2023) > < Average daily leisure time of one-person 
households (2023) >

Source: Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism 
<National Leisure Activities Survey>

Source: Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism 
<National Leisure Activities Survey>

In 2024, the largest share of one-person households thought 'Crime' (17.2%) 
was the greatest threat to social safety.

❍ In 2024, 28.6% of one-person households thought that the Korean society was safe. 
Whereas, 26.1% of them thought that the Korean society was not safe.

❍ In 2024, one-person households thought that ‘Crime’ (17.2%) was the biggest threat 
to social safety, which was followed by ‘Economic risks’ (16.9%), ‘National security’ 
(16.5%) and ‘Novel diseases’ (9.2%).

❍ In 2024, 48.1% of one-person households thought that overall living environment 
was good. Whereas, 9.8% of them thought that overall living environment was bad.



< Main causes for social insecurity (2024) > < Perceived environment of one-person 
households (Good, 2024) >

Source: Statistics Korea <Social Survey> Source: Statistics Korea <Social Survey>


