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Population with a Migration Background in 2024

[Size of the population with a migration background]

As of November 1, 2024, the population with a migration background was 2.715 
million, accounting for 5.2% of the total population.

◯ The proportion of the population with a migration background stood at 5.2%, up 0.3%p 
from 2023.

◯ Among the population with a migration background, the number of Koreans was 672 
thousand persons (24.8% of the total population with a migration background), while the 
number of foreigners was 2.043 million persons (75.2% of the total population with a 
migration background).

- As for the composition of Koreans with a migration background by type, second-generation 
immigrants occupied the largest share at 14.0%, which was followed by naturalized and 
acknowledged Koreans (9.0%) and others (1.7%).

[Composition of the population with a migration background by type]

[Population with a migration background by sex and age group]

The sex ratio of the population with a migration background stood at 110.7. The 
working-age population (aged 15~64) occupied 81.9% of the total population with 
a migration background.

◯ The number of male and female population with a migration background was 1.427 million 
persons (52.5%) and 1.288 million persons (47.5%), respectively. Therefore, the sex ratio* 
stood at 110.7.

◯ The number of male and female population with a migration background was 1.427 million 
persons (52.5%) and 1.288 million persons (47.5%), respectively. Therefore, the sex ratio* 
stood at 110.7.



◯ The working-age population with a migration background aged 15~64 was 2.223 million 
persons (81.9%). The youth population with a migration background aged 0~14 was 344 
thousand persons (12.7%). The elderly population with a migration background aged 65 
and over was 148 thousand persons (5.5%).

[Population with a migration background by age group]

[Population with a migration background by region]

56.8% of the population with a migration background (1.542 million persons) lived 
in the Seoul Capital Area (Gyeonggi, Seoul and Incheon).

◯ As for the composition of the population with a migration background by province, the 
largest share lived in Gyeonggi (32.7%), which was followed by Seoul (17.5%), Incheon 
(6.6%), Chungnam (6.5%) and Gyeongnam (6.2%).

[Population with a migration 
background by province]

[Composition of the population with a 
migration background by province]



[Children and adolescents with a migration background]

The children and adolescents with a migration background (aged 24 and under) 
stood at 738 thousand persons, which rose by 7.9% from 2023.

◯ The children and adolescents with a migration background aged 24 and under stood at 
738 thousand persons, which accounted for 27.2% of the total population with a migration 
background (2.715 million persons).

- The population with a migration background aged 20~24 occupied the largest share of 
35.6%, which recorded 263 thousand persons. This figure was followed by those aged 
15~19 (131 thousand persons, 17.7%) and those aged 10~14 (123 thousand persons, 
16.6%).

[Composition of the children and adolescents with a migration background 
by sex and age group]


